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SINGLE LUNCHTIME AND CASHLESS SYSTEM

We wrote to you at the beginning of the year to share our intention to move to a single lunch and introduce a cashless system and asked for your views.  Your responses, as well as those from our students and staff, were overwhelmingly positive and we have been working with a range of building companies to consider how the school might best accommodate the proposed changes without adversely impacting on either current services to the site or incurring significant additional cost.

Unfortunately, whilst we have been able to move forward with the decision to implement a cashless system for the autumn term, progress on the introduction of a single lunch has been much slower than anticipated.  This has been for a number of reasons including significant difficulties linked to the siting of further additional canteen accommodation on an ageing site as well as the many recent challenges the school has had to address in terms of water ingress from flooding, leaking roofs and the persistent issues with the school's existing water supply.

Governors have, therefore, decided to postpone this change until we have been able to address these key issues.  The recently announced funding changes to school budgets means that it is likely that the school will not be able to implement this change in the immediate future.  The National Funding Formula is set to hit many Doncaster Schools hard and we are concerned that  the proposed further financial cuts will lead to increased budgetary pressures.  With this in mind, we feel it is prudent to maintain a higher proportion of financial reserves to support our existing liabilities and ensure that we can continue to address key capital projects essential to the smooth running of the school.

On a positive note, the cashless system should be fully functioning by Christmas which should bring many benefits to parents and students.  We will write to you again in due course with further details and guidance around implementation.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who took the time to give your views about the above changes; they are, as always, very much appreciated.

Yours sincerely


H REDFORD-HERNANDEZ
Headteacher 
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