










[bookmark: _GoBack]22 April 2020 
RE: April Update 

Dear Parent/Carer,

I hope that you have managed to enjoy some form of rest and relaxation over the Easter holidays with your children and that you are remaining safe and well as we continue to adapt and respond to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. 

As previously communicated, we have put new guidelines in place for staff on setting work with the main points outlined below:

1. Work should always be set on FROG so students can use this as a weekly planner and parents can have an overview of all work set in once place. In the instructions for each assignment set by teachers in FROG, staff should direct students to other platforms like Hegarty Maths and Microsoft Teams where the tasks can be viewed and completed.

2. Work for each subject should be set on the afternoon of each Friday ready for students to complete from the Monday of the following week (if staff are unable to set work for all their teaching groups on a Friday afternoon due to capacity, then this should be done on Monday morning at the latest). This should ensure students can plan out their week more easily and have an overview of all work set for the week every Monday.

3. Amount of work to set in light of parental/student concerns (to be reviewed on a fortnightly basis): KS3 – 2 hours for core subjects (English, maths and science), 1 hour for non-core subjects. KS4 – 2-3 hours for core subjects (English, maths and science), 1-2 hours for non-core subjects. Work should only be set once for each subject per week and not multiple times. Also, assignments should not be changed once the work has been set on FROG to avoid confusion.

4. The deadline for all subjects should be Thursday or Friday of the same week and extended if students have contacted their teachers with issues/concerns that might delay the submission of the work.

5. Staff should be specific on how they expect work to be submitted (e.g. via email or through Microsoft Teams) and what they expect to see.

6. Staff should only set work on documents that students can type directly onto, e.g. Microsoft Word or PowerPoint. Staff should avoid setting work on document formats that can’t be edited, such as PDFs, unless they are just for students to read.

7. Student queries: staff should respond to student queries as quickly as possible so students can complete the work to the best of their ability.

Work Packs 

Contingency Paper Packs are available for students with no internet access. These are generic Key Stage 3/ Key Stage 4 tasks which require students to work through them at their own pace. This work will not be required for submission until after the lockdown period. Students working through these will not receive the same two-way teacher/student dialogue that is being offered by remote learning so please only use this as a contingency if there is no other option.

[bookmark: _Hlk38448479]Year 9 and 10 Exams 

As per previous communication, please can you keep the exam papers secure until advised to do otherwise. We will contact Year 9 and 10 parents directly with further instruction on the arrangement for these exam papers. Some departments may already be setting revision tasks already whilst other departments are still completing the necessary content to allow students to complete the exams. 

Additional Free Online Resources

There are now numerous free resources online to offer additional support and additional work for students. 

The Oak National Academy online classroom and resource hub offers 180 video lessons per week for schools to use, across a broad range of subjects. To access this hub, please use the following link:  https://www.thenational.academy/ 
 
BBC Bitesize has launched an education package featuring celebrities to help support children learning at home and to support parents. To access this package, please use the following link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 


Rewards Trips 

Due to Covid-19, the scheduled reward trips have now been rescheduled for next year. Deposits will be carried forward and we will write to you with the details for these trips in September.

Free School Meals Update

For those families in receipt of Free School Meals, vouchers were sent out yesterday to cover this week. There has been a nationwide issue with the voucher system that has been put in place and we are in the process of pursuing the outstanding vouchers as a matter of urgency. We are hopeful that this issue will be resolved as soon as possible. 

If, as a result of changes to your circumstances, you wish to apply for Free School Meals, please use the link to the Doncaster Council website who deal with this http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/doitonline/free-school-meals 

Positive Text Message System

Whilst the school is closed, we have implemented a new positive text message system. This system has been centralised so that text messages are distributed on specified days for specific subjects to allow more frequent positive reinforcement, we want to utilise this opportunity to celebrate student success throughout this period of distance learning. 

HHS Live 

In order to support students’ health and well-being during these unprecedented times, we have created a bespoke section on the school website for departmental challenges named HHS Live. Please follow the link for further information, participation is not compulsory, it’s aim is to give students the opportunity to engage with enrichment activities during the closure. Please note these are updated on a regular basis. https://www.hungerhillschool.com/page/?title=HHS+Live&pid=217 

Stay at Home Newsletter 

We have also recently launched a ‘Stay at Home’ Newsletter, please follow the link to see a copy of Issue 1. Keep your eyes peeled for future issues, we will inform you when there is another edition for you to view. https://www.hungerhillschool.com/attachments/download.asp?file=2777&type=pdf 

Update on Free Laptops from the Government 

The Government has announced that they are proposing a scheme where free laptops will be given to disadvantaged Year 10’s and other vulnerable students. As yet, we have not received any further information regarding this. We are actively trying to pursue this offer and submit a business case to the DfE. We will provide further information as and when we receive it. 

[image: ]Yours sincerely



Mrs L Pond
Interim Headteacher
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