At Matlondl Ondine Safety, we belleve in empowerng porents, carers and trusted adults with the infermation to hodd an nfermed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
teed [t 18 needed. This gulde tecuses on ene app of many which we belleve trusted adults should be awdre of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesofety.com for further guides, hints and tps tor adults.

What{Parentsi&ICarersiNeedito,know about

Snapchat is a photo- andwidec=-sharing app which also {Igws users to chat with friends via text or audie.
Users can share Imagesiand videos with specific friends; erithrough a 'story’ (documenting the previous
24 hours) visible te tjjalr entire friend list. Snapchat usagerose during the pandemic, with many young
people utilising It tgﬁ;énnact with their peers. The app continues to develop features to engage an even .,

larger audience,and emulate current trends, rivalling

A
WITH STRANGERS @ TAT.

Even If your child only connects on
the app with people they know, thay
may still receive friend requests from
strangers. Snapchat’s links with apps
such as Wink and Hoop have
increased this possibility. Accepting
a request means that children are
then disclosing personal information
thraugh the Story, SnapMap and
Spntli?ht features. This could allow
predators to gain their trust for
sinister purposes.

There are many features that
ara attractive to users and

kaap them excited about the
app. Snap streaks encourage
users to send snaps daily,
Spotlight Challenges give

usears to the chance to abtain
menay and online fame, and the
Spotlight feature’s scroll of

videos makes it easy for children
to spend hours watching content.

) INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Some videos and posts on Snopchaot
are not suitable for children. The
hoshtogs used to group content are
determined by the poster, o an
innocent search term could still yield
age-Inappropriate results, The app's L
Discover function lets users swipe
through snippets of news storles -F,;& -

1 | and trending articles that often £C§ Iy
include adult content. There ,@
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platforms such as TikTok and Instagram.

bl
SEXTING

Sexting continues to be a risk
assoclated with Snapchat. The apps
‘disoppearing messages’ l'm:lturr
makes It easy for ;aung pwflu teens
in particular) to share explicit imoges
| on impulse. While these plctures do
dizsappear = and the sender Iz notified
if it has been screenshotted first =
users hove found alternative methods
to save Images, such as taking
1plt:turu with o seporate device.

DAMAGE TO CONFIDENCE
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Snapchat’s filters and lenses
g ore o popular way for users to
enhance thelr "selfie game’.
Although many are designed to
entertain or amuse, the utiy”
filters on photos can set unrealistic
body image expectations and create
feelings of inadequacy. Comparing
themselves unfavourably ogalnst
1 othar Snapchat users could
. threaten a child’s confidence
B or sense of nll-wnru:.

My Places lets users check In
and search for popular spots
nearby - such as restourants,
porks or shopping centras -
and recommeand them to thair
friends. The potential issue with
o young person conslstently
checking into locations on
Smapchat is that it aliows other users
in their friends list (even people they
have anly aver mat online) to ses
whare they currently are and wheare
they regularly go.
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TURN OFF QUICK ADD r . CHOOSE GOOD CONNECTIONS TALK ABOUT SEXTING
~ CHAT ABOUT CONTENT Profties are Prfeate by dafaigt & BE READY TO BLOCK AND REPORT
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o share o s - ¥ child on pchat and hta!nl to make
for - them feel uncomfortable r-:urgh
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Mo Hability is entered inta. Current as of the date of reledase: 00719031



