
Hungerhill Study Skills

Revision Strategies 

Knowledge Organisers



What is a 
Knowledge 
Organiser?

A document that is usually no more than 2 
sides of A4

Is based on a subject or topic and groups 
information into manageable chunks

Incorporates: essential facts, definitions, 
written sections, diagrams/images

Can be designed based on personal 
preference – colours/pictures/text

Reduces large topics into a concise format 



How would I use a Knowledge 
Organiser?

The breaking down 
of a large topic 

allows for focus on 
key 

facts/summaries

Provide a visual 
‘map of information’ 
that can be stored 
ready for recall at 
the required time

Create links 
between 

components within 
the topic

Develop the ability 
to analyse/evaluate 
different aspects of 

the topic.



Further use of knowledge organisers

• There are many completed knowledge organisers that can be bought, 
found online or provided by teachers. These can be used for revision in 
numerous ways, for example:

• Reading the information, covering up sections and attempting to re-write the 
information or say it out loud (not in your head – this isn’t effective)

• Ask someone to test you by asking you questions based on the information
• Use the knowledge organiser to help you complete practice quizzes or exam 

questions

• It is also very beneficial to create your own knowledge organisers, as this 
way you have to re-read information and your brain has to work hard to 
summarise and organise the information, leading to better learning. You 
can then use your completed knowledge organiser as shown above.



Let’s have a look at some examples. 



Here’s an 
example from 
science

Topic broken 
down into 
chunks Pictures and 

colour used 
to aid 
memory



An example 
from 
English...



An example from geography...



An example 
from art & 
design...



Common pitfalls with using knowledge 
organisers

Once you have your completed 
knowledge organiser, what will you do 
with it? Simply reading the information 
isn’t the best way to remember it. Try 

covering up sections and attempting to 
write out what you can remember, then 
check against the original section and 
make a note of the parts you forgot. 

Repeat until you can remember 
everything.

If you are making your own knowledge 
organiser, try not to make each section too 
crowded as this will make it harder to read, 

engage with and remember.



How can students be supported? 

• Quizzing – Ask student to recall or explain key vocabulary/facts 
found in the knowledge organiser.

• Linking concepts – select two elements from the knowledge 
organiser and ask student to explain how they are linked.

• Higher order questions – Use the words ‘analyse’/’evaluate’ 
when encouraging students to talk in depth about topics.
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