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SAFEGUARDING NEWSLETTER

February 2025 Information for Parents & Carers

This is the first edition of the Hungerhill Safeguarding Newsletter. The aim is to provide you with the
latest, relevant help and advice on safeguarding issues. Our goal is to support you in helping your
child navigate what is a pivotal time in their lives.
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‘ADD EVERYONE’ — WHATSAPP ALERT

Recent concerns have been highlighted regarding a WhatsApp group known as ‘Add
Everyone.’ Schools and regional police forces across the UK have warned that this group
exposes children and young people to explicit and harmful material. ‘Add Everyone’ group
chats can go by many names, but their purpose is often the same. These WhatsApp groups
are spaces where children and young people are invited to join a chat that contains content
such as sexual images, material promoting self-harm, sexual violence, racism and other
inappropriate content.

The chats may be created by adults seeking to connect with younger users or by young
people themselves as a seemingly fun activity. However, it is difficult to control who
becomes a member of these groups, in some cases, the group owners ask for children to add
their contacts to the group, ‘except their parents’.

As WhatsApp has lowered its minimum age from 16 to 13 this year, the risk of young users
encountering inappropriate content and adults may increase. Reports indicate that these
groups have targeted children as young as 9.

More advice can be found here: inege.safeguarding-alert-add-everyone-whatsapp-group



https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/

CHILDREN WITH PARENTS IN PRISON

Children Heard and Seen is a charity aimed at improving the issues caused by parental
imprisonment. It aims to bridge an existing gap in the provision of support for children and
young people in these circumstances. They currently offer one-on-one support from trained
practitioners, assistance for parents and carers, peer support groups and more.

If you are caring for a child with a parent in prison and would like
to access support for yourself or your child, please get in touch at
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info@childrenheardandseen.co.uk Chlld re )
https://childrenheardandseen.co.uk/ 1ICUird+o€e
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